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OPINION

Black History Month: 
All Good?
 In February 1926, Dr. Carter G. Woodson established Negro 
History Week, the predecessor of Black History Month. A child of slaves, 
Woodson felt that although he was a success in history, literature, and 
journalism, he was most proud of having created Negro History Week, 
which in its present form promotes awareness about the unique contribu-
tions of black citizens to American society, giving African-Americans the 
opportunity to take pride in the richness of their heritage and to re-
educate the youth of a nation that had been exposed to decades of an in-
complete, if not racist, version of history. 
 Formed when the memories of African enslavement were still 
vivid,  Black History Month indeed increased public awareness of the 
achievements of African-American citizens. Nonetheless, Woodson him-
self advised that Black History Month should never become a permanent 
event. He anticipated that, in time, the diversification of history instruc-
tion would give students a complete picture of the American experience 
and Black History Month would have served his purpose. Now, eighty-
one years after Woodson began the tradition of Black History Month, it 
seems that in many ways,  it has outlasted its usefulness. In fact, Black 
History Month may have become little more than a new form of segrega-
tion. 

 Why is the study of African-American history restricted to the 
shortest month of the year? Woodson chose February was because it in-
cludes the births of W.E.B. DuBois, Frederick Douglass, and Abraham 
Lincoln, as well as the taking of office by Hiram R. Revels, the first black 
senator. Despite the several momentous events that occurred in the month 
of February, it is unlikely that Dr. Woodson intended for black history to 
be exclusively restricted to a single month. As noted previously, Black 

History Month was only 
designed as a begin-
ning to historical diver-
sity, and was not ex-
pected to completely 
rectify the issue of ra-
cism. Now, why should 
we designate one spe-
cific month of the year 
for the celebration of 
African-American heri-
tage when it can be 
remembered all year 
long? Just as Americans 
were obligated by the 
Fourteenth Amendment 
to grant blacks voting 
rights after the Civil 
War, it seems as if 
black history is taught 
in February because 
there is an obligation to 
do so. After February 
pass, historical instruc-
tion seems to revert to 
its previous state. His-
tory books continue to 
portray the American 

experience through a 
Eurocentric lens, and the achievements of African-Americans continue to 
be ignored Moreover, the presence of Black History Month has 
become a form of subconscious segregation.  In the year 2007, why must 
we continue to divide the histories of our nation on the basis of color and 
gender? Why segregate Black History Month,  Latin-American History 
Month, and Women’s History Month from the wider flow? Must we per-
petuate racial segregation in order to preserve the diverse cultures that 
make up our society? 
 The division of our history by race shows our obsession with 
ethnicity. If we as Americans cannot review and explore our nation’s his-
tory without reviving social, sexual, and racial boundaries,  then all of 
those who have suffered and died for consolidation and equality have 
done so in vain. What sense does it make to try to desegregate our institu-
tions if we are at the same time segregating our curriculum? If we cannot 
find a way to integrate our history, how can we ever expect to integrate 
our schools, our workplaces, and our cities? How can we ever hope to 
heal the wounds of racism if we inflict more damage to those wounds in 
the process of educating our youth? 
          Addressing a live of audience of hundreds of thousands, Martin 
Luther King Jr.  shared his dream of unity, his dream of the day when “lit-
tle black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white 
boys and white girls and walk together as sisters and brothers.” He spoke 
of the day when all citizens would “live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.”
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“By Any Means Necessary. I Have 
a Dream.” Comparing Martin     
Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X
 America honors the individuals who have done the most to make 
our country a better place. 
These individuals include 
the ones who wanted to get 
rid of race hatred and 
prejudice. Malcolm X and 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
strived to make racism 
disappear altogether. And 
they tried to accomplish 
this through motivational 
speeches and powerful 
rallies and marches.
 People generally 
associate Malcolm X with 
violence. However, al-
though Malcolm X advo-
cated the use of force,  he 
was not a violent man. As 
we can see from his quote, 
“Be peaceful, be courte-
ous, obey the law, respect 
everyone; but if someone 
puts his hand on you, send 
him to the cemetery,” he 
only regarded violence as a 
necessary means when 
peaceful protest fails. 
 Dr. King was less aggressive. Civil disobedience, was his tactic, 
which guided him in his speeches,  marches and other forms of protest. 
Now, if Malcolm X and Martin Luther King both worked for the same 
goal, then why is it that this society celebrates Martin Luther King and 
chides Malcolm X? Well, the answer is simple. In their time, Dr. King’s 
way worked and Malcolm X’s way didn’t. 
      A government’s injustice towards minorities—blacks, Hispanics, 
Asians—is not enough to ignite a violent revolution. Therefore, Mal-
colm’s advocacy of violent response did not work. What was needed was 
simply a national awareness of the injustice that had been done to the 
minorities because of the colors of their skin. Dr. King’s nonviolent civil 
disobedience did just that, and he succeeded. 
      Today, we live in a country much different than the one forty 
years ago. Most of us judge friends by the content of their character. Inte-
gration is more common, and hate crimes are fewer, but racism and vio-
lence persist. Let’s listen to Dr. King and Malcolm X, and end racism in 
our hearts and deeds.

Malcolm X: “Be peaceful, be courteous, obey the law, respect everyone; 
but if someone puts his hand on you, send him to the cemetery.”

Dr. King:   “Like an unchecked cancer, hate corrodes the personality and 
his objectivity. It causes him to describe the beautiful as ugly and the ugly 
as beautiful, and to confuse the truth with the false.”

Malcolm X: “You can’t separate peace from freedom because no one can 
be at peace unless he has his freedom.”

Dr. King: “Man must evolve for all human conflict a method which re-
jects revenge, aggression and retaliation. The foundation of such method 
is love.”

Malcolm X:  “We are nonviolent people who are nonviolent with us.”

Dr. King: “Returning violence for violence multiplies violence, adding 
deeper darkness to a night 
already devoid of stars…
Hate cannot drive out 
hate: only love can do 
that.”

Malcolm X:  If you’re not 
ready to die for it, put the 
word “freedom” out of 
your vocabulary.”

Dr. King:  “The hope of a 
secure and livable world 
lies with disciplined non-
conformists who are dedi-
cated to justice, peace and 
brotherhood.” 

Malcolm X:  “Nobody can 
give you freedom. Nobody 
can give you equality or 
justice or anything. If 
you’re a man, you take it.”

Dr. King:  “Nonviolence is 
the answer to the crucial 
political and moral ques-

tions of our time; the need for mankind to overcome oppression and vio-
lence without resorting to oppression and violence. Mankind must evolve 
for all human conflict a method which rejects revenge, aggression, and 
retaliation. The foundation of such a method is love.”

Malcolm X:  A race of people is like an individual man; until it uses its 
own talent, takes pride in its own history, expresses its own culture, af-
firms its own selfhood, it can never fulfill itself.”

Dr. King:  “I submit to you that if a man hasn’t discovered something he 
will die for, he isn’t fit to live.” 

Malcolm X: “Usually when people are sad, they don’t do anything. They 
just cry over their condition. But when they get angry, they bring about a 
change.”

Dr. King: “The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in mo-
ments of comfort and convenience,  but where he stands at times of chal-
lenge and controversy.”

-Dena Wiggins

THE PROCLAMATION                                                             3                                                                          FEBRUARY 2007



Rules? What Rules????
 
 As a Cross student, I think that 
the rules are not enforced enough. This 
is partly because the principals, admin-
istrators and security guards simply 
cannot catch every single student in the 
hallway with a coat, a cell phone, or 
other electronic devices. The “No 
Coat” rule isn’t taken seriously. People 
still wear their coats everywhere. Al-
though the students who are caught are 
told they will be given give detention 
or suspension if they refuse to give up 
their electronic devices, the student population still shows little sign of 

observing the rules. 
 To attack the electronics-
abuse problems,  I think that making stu-
dents pay a fine in exchange for their 
confiscated devices would be a more 
effective action. To tackle the coats and 
hats problem, “in school suspension” is 
the most effective punishment. While 
suspension simply gives a “legitimate” 
free-day to the rule-breakers who don’t 
want to come to school anyways, ISS is a 
true punishment. 

I asked three students for their opinions.
  
  What do you think about the rules and 
the disciplinary actions being taken at 

Cross?

  Lori-Ann. Whitmore: I don’t 
think students really take them 
seriously. Because they know 
they can get away with a lot, 
so they take more advantage 
of the rules and they don’t 
care for them a lot because 
they feel that they can do 
whatever they want. I think 
giving students ISS is a good 
solution for “No-Coats” viola-
tion because getting sus-
pended is just another day out 
school for those who don’t 
care about school.

   Tee.  Harrison: I take advantage of the rules sometimes and I can have 
my coat on all day and sometimes nobody says anything to me….I think 
ISS is a good idea.

   Samantha: I don’t really care about the rules because the disciplinary 
actions that are being taken are not really doing anything to us…If I had 
to pay to get my phone back, I wouldn’t bring it to school.

-Photos and story by Teeshawn Harris Lori Whitmore

NEWS

The Coliseum was Bang’in  
“If it’s anything like New Haven, it’ll be late”, my father mut-

tered, and it was. We felt the frigid cold, the wind chaffing our under-
dressed Urban-Outfitters’ bodies, the early morning dark and heavy on 
our eyes, and the sheer anticipation of watching something implode.

But we were counting the seconds. So when 7:30 a.m. came and 
went, we looked into the faces of our fellow bystanders for reassurance 
that the implosion would happen before noon, if at all. I was thinking 
about this when it happened. The jolt of surprise shot through the crowd. 
The ground jumped, the air shook, and the New Haven Coliseum was 
billowing clouds of smoke. “The Coliseum was bang’in,” I thought clev-
erly, with a tingling twitch on the corner of my mouth. For all those who 
witnessed it, the moment will not easily be forgotten, and the great build-
ing will live on in our lungs. 

-Photos and story by Molly Herold
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DEATH OF A DICTATOR
December 30th, 2006 marked the end of a dark chapter in history, 

and the lives of the people who were affected by this evil can now finally 
go on, knowing that justice has been served. 

Early morning of this day, before sunrise, the once ruthless and 
vicious Iraqi dictator turned into a broken old man. He took his final steps 
in life, as he 
slowly paced 
a trail to his 
death upon 
the gallows. 
Saddam 
Hussein, a 
man whose 
masochistic 
and unfor-
giving na-
ture caused 
the death of 
thousands of 
innocent 
Iraqis during 
his reign, 
was put to 
death on 
December 
30th, 2006, at 
approxi-
mately 6 am 
local time and 10pm Dec. 29th Eastern time. He was executed for crimes 
against humanity. Hussein, who spent his last 3 years in captivity after his 
regime was crushed by U.S forces, died alone and broken, bearing no 
resemblance to the strong dictator he once was. As for the Iraqi people 
who were once oppressed and tormented, the fear is finally over. Now, 
they can go on with their lives, starting off as a clean slate. 

More specifically, Saddam was hanged for his involvement in 
the 1982 Dujail massacre, in which 148 Iraqis were killed because of a 
failed assassination attempt on him. It is said that this massacre is just one 
of the hundreds of the so called “Basket Crimes” committed by the Sad-
dam regime, and that he was guilty of so much more. Hussein was known 
for cruel torture, and unwarranted arrests. Saddam’s reign was the darkest 
time in history for the people of Iraq. Therefore, the days without Saddam 
would be a time to celebrate new beginnings, and look forward to a future 
filled with promise. 

But just what does this hanging mean to America? And will the 
death of Saddam prompt new threats towards the safety of the American 
people? Before the execution took place, several Islamic religious and 
political groups claimed that if Saddam be executed, they would seek 
revenge on America. 

But for the war itself, there seems to be no end in sight, even 
after the dictator is gone. With the war escalating each day in Iraq, the 
future for the Iraqi people is rather bleak, but with Saddam Hussein now 
out of their minds, there is a chance that Iraq will one day be a place of 
peace. 

-Bryan McGarthy 

WE’RE SHOCKED!
 
 YIKES! United Illuminating rates just went up 38%. What’s 
going on here? Most people don’t think the hike is necessary and nei-
ther does State Sen. Martin Looney.  He originally tried to stop state 
deregulation of electric utilities. He and other leaders promise to press 

for answers about how to fix the disaster. Con-
necticut Attorney General Richard Blumenthal 
called the hike a "tsunami."
 "I don’t know if there’s an identifi-
able villain," said New Haven State Sen. Martin 
Looney. "We will learn more as we grapple with 
the problems." Looney, the Senate majority 
leader, said the legislature will indeed grapple 
with the issue in hearings this coming session. In 
the meantime, he urged the DPUC to make UI 
"justify every single element and component 
piece of the rate increase."
 Rates were supposed to go down, not 
up, when Connecticut deregulated the industry in 
the 1990s. The opposite happened. By opening 
up the market to competitors, the theory went; the 
state would receive bids for lower rates. UI had to 
decide whether to stay in the generation business 
or serve as middleman between customers and 
generators; it chose the latter. And the bids it re-
ceived kept climbing.
 New Haven Mayor John DeStefano 
argued that broader change is needed. "Look," he 
said. "Deregulation did not work in this state. We 

have to change the insane way that we price energy."
 As a gubernatorial candidate this fall, DeStefano warned during 
debates that this kind of hike was coming -- and that drastic changes 
were needed. Now that it's here, and now that he's not going to become 
governor, he said the legislature and the governor need to make those 
changes. On its 
own, the city can 
build with solar 
panels, and push 
conservation 
measures, both of 
which the DeSte-
fano administra-
tion has done. But 
it can't change the 
way the utilities 
and the regulators 
set prices.
  
 Let’s all 
hope it’s a mild 
winter. 

-Ariel Neeley
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BUSH ASKS FOR ANOTHER CHANCE
 On January 23, 2007 at the U.S.  Capitol Building in Washington 
D.C., George W. Bush delivered his 7th State of the Union address.  He 
was accompanied by Dick Cheney and Madam Speaker Nancy Pelosi,  the 
first female Speaker of the House.  This is an annual affair, which has 
taken place each January since 1934. Presidents did not regularly present 
this orally to the American people until the 
Roosevelt Administration, in 1934. In 
fact, several early presidents like Thomas 
Jefferson believed that delivering the ad-
dress publicly was too much like speeches 
British kings would give to Parliament. 
During this address each year,  the Presi-
dent gives an overview of the status of the 
country and presents his agenda for the 
future. 
 Before the president gave his 
State of the Union address,  everyone 
stood and applauded as Nancy Pelosi en-
tered and took her seat.   All remained 
standing as preliminary announcements 
were made, which included introductions 
of each member participating in the ad-
dress.   Everyone applauded as the Supreme Court and Cabinet entered the 
House Chamber.  As Bush entered, he greeted all standing on either side 
of the aisle as he entered the Chamber. The President was welcomed by a 
lengthy ovation. This fact,  however, does not necessarily indicate support 
for the President. Rather, it is part of tradition of civility among politi-
cians from opposing sides of the political spectrum.  
 The air was stale with tight-lipped, pompous applause. It seems 

that their hands have been 
tired by the years of un-
willing clapping, since 
the number of times they 
applauded was six less 
than last year. Namely, 
we have sixty-four ap-
plauses in 2006 versus 
fifty-eight in 2007. To 
add to the irony, there 
were sixty-four applauses 
in 2005 as well. 
 The interesting nu-
ance of this particular 
tradition is the fact that 
showing appreciation is 
required to uphold eti-
quette. For instance, 
when President Bush 
honored ind iv idua l 
American people, both 
Democrats and Republi-
cans were obliged to ap-
plaud. Many other exam-

ples of automatic clapping could be observed throughout the entire 
speech.
 The first part of Bush’s speech was dedicated to an overview of 
the administration’s domestic proposals.  Among these, Bush made rec-
ommendations on. social security, immigration policies (doubling border 

patrols, a guest worker program, no amnesty for illegal immigrants), 
energy conservation measures (greater use of ethanol), and even a stan-
dard tax deduction for health care. 
 Nonetheless, these suggestions were overshadowed by the Presi-
dent’s predictions of continued warfare. With so many Americans against 
the “War on Terror”, and with the lowest approval ratings of any Presi-
dent since Richard M. Nixon during the Vietnam War, Bush’s justifica-
tions for continuing the were hardly persuasive. He pleaded with the 
American people and the Democratic Congress majority to support his 

proposal for a troop surge. He predicted 
that there would be dire consequences for 
the Middle East as well as the United 
States if American troops were to abandon 
their missions in Iraq. Despite the Presi-
dent’s arguments, the U.S. Senate is cur-
rently preparing to vote on the executive 
branch’s war strategy. 
 After Bush completed his 
address, Senator Jim Webb provided the 
Democratic response. His comments re-
flected the growing impatience with the 
President’s lack of follow-through in do-
mestic matters. “Let me simply say,” 
Senator Webb stated, “that we in the 
Democratic Party hope that this admini-
stration is serious about improving educa-

tion and healthcare for all Americans, and addressing such domestic pri-
orities as restoring the vitality of New Orleans.” Webb went on to em-
phasize the fact that Democrats have executed certain changes that the 
Bush Administration had failed to carry out.  “Further, this is the seventh 
time the Presi-
dent has men-
tioned energy 
independence in 
his State of the 
Union message, 
but for the first 
time this ex-
change is taking 
place in a Con-
gress led by the 
D e m o c r a t i c 
Party.” As Webb 
transitioned into 
foreign policy, 
his criticisms of 
the current administration were blunt. “The costs of this war have been 
staggering,” he said.  Democrats condemned the President for his lack of 
conclusive strategies in Iraq, for marring the reputation of the United 
States, and for causing the increase of terrorism. 

-Andrew McLean, Leonisha, Donnaya, Ian Nixon,  Chiwana Suggs, 
Taisuke Seki, Quincy Jones, Reonisha Greene, Catessa Pittman,  Miles 
Budde, Brandon Wilkins, Torrese Ouellette,   Kristina Staklo,
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BECOMING AN ACADEMIC    
SUPERSTAR

   Twenty Wilbur Cross students, from both the class of ’07 and the class 
of ’06, have just received awards recognizing their achievement in the 
nationally recognize AP program, marking a milestone in the rise of Wil-
bur Cross as an academic power.
   AP stands for “Advanced Placement”, which is a College Board pro-
gram offering college courses to high school students. With 37 courses in 
22 subject areas,  AP not only provides high school students the chance to 
challenge themselves, it enables them to earn college credit while in high 
school. On a scale from 1 to 5, 3 is a passing score. While most colleges 
give credit for a score of 3 or higher, the top tier ones only grant credits 
for scores of 4 or 5. 
   Over the past four years the number of students taking AP’s and the 
number of exams taken by Cross students have increased rapidly. For 
school year 04-05,  96 students took 170 exams; but this year,  148 stu-
dents are taking 265 exams. Moreover,  male-female and racial ratios have 
become more balanced. 
   The success of Wilbur Cross AP Program could not have come about 
without the efforts of Linda Powell. Mrs. Powell has been the AP Coordi-
nator and the former ISSP Coordinator for the past four years, expanding 
the AP curriculum and advising Cross students in their Yale, Southern, 
and Gateway classes. This year, Mrs. Powell chose to become a part-time 
worker, working on the AP Program solely—Mrs. Anne Townsend is now 
the coordinator for ISSP. 
   In addition, Cross’s tremendous growth in AP participation owe to New 
Haven Board of Education’s higher emphasis on AP’s and our school 
teachers’ efforts in making our school an environment that fosters curios-
ity, learning and challenge. Three years ago the district challenged all 
high schools to increase AP enrollment and enhance the passing rate; and 
it provided opportunities for teachers to apply to AP mini-grants.  This 
year, 11 AP teachers applied for 16 mini-grants of up to $5,000.  Addition-
ally, Mrs. Powell wrote a mini-grant for $12,000. In total, the school re-

ceived approximately $100,000 in grant money. According to Mrs. Pow-
ell, this fund allowed the teachers attend summer training for teaching 
these intensive classes, buy more equipment, offer alluring pizzas at extra 
sessions, and take students on field trips. By 2010, the 95% of New Ha-

ven public school students will be ready to succeed, and Wilbur Cross 
High School is definitely making great strides toward reaching this goal.
   Wilbur Cross AP Program is a big success, thanks to Mrs. Linda Powell.

-Paul Zeng

Cross Taking World Stage
 Sometimes you wonder, “Gee, what is it like to stand in front of 
a hundred people and persuade them to buy into your plan for solving 
current problems and prevent future ones. What is it like to be a diplomat 
debating on the floor of the United Nations?”
    Model UN is an after school program that simulates the real United 
Nations. Students debate current issues such as AIDS, economic devel-
opment, international peace and security, etc. Each year, colleges around 
the country hold conferences in which high schools from around the 
country and around the world participate. But the biggest difference be-
tween a Model UN conference and a simple debate event is that the stu-

dents act as delegates from various countries. Therefore, they need to 
research on their countries’ positions and debate with their own countries’ 
benefits on the backs of their minds. 
   Wilbur Cross Model UN team attends three to four of these conferences 
a year. So far 
this year, this 
team has al-
ready attended 
conferences at 
Columbia and 
Yale. In early 
April they will 
attend the Cor-
nell conference 
i n up - s t a t e 
New York. 
   The Colum-
bia conference 
t o o k p l a c e 
from January 
11 to January 
14, and Cross 
sent ten dele-
gates to New 
York. In the four days they stayed there, they engaged in debates about 

(Continued on next page...)
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Participation

Year Number of  Par-
ticipants

Number of Ex-
ams

Number of Passed Exams

03-04 96 170 63

04-05 99 170 80

05-06 107 208 119

06-07 148 265



topics from try-
ing to determine 
who qualify for 
medical treat-
m e n t w h e n 
medical supplies 
are limited to 
fighting terror-
ism around the 
world, and par-
ticipated in novel 
committees such 
as the New York 
City Mafia and 
M i n i s t r y o f 
Magic,  which is 
sourced from 
“Harry Potter”. 
Four delegates 
received awards, 
Zach Hughes 
received Best 
Delegate (one 
per committee), 
Sam Cunning-
ham and Paul Zeng received Honorable Mention (one to three per com-
mittee), and Lucian Switzer received Verbal Commendation (two to four 
per committee)
   Two weeks after they returned from New York, Cross’  Model UN at-
tended the Yale conference, sending a larger group of twenty delegates. 
This time, at Yale, they sent twenty delegates. Two people received 
awards, Zach Hughes—Best Delegate, and Daphne Lew—Honorable 
Mention.

   
-Paul Zeng

Volt!!
 
 With recent turmoil in large oil-distributing countries across the 
world, oil prices are on the raise. This has lead to stressed drivers across 
the country, as their wallets get lighter on their daily commute to work. 
Over three-quarters of the people in the country commute less than 40 
miles to work daily.  This may not seem like a lot every day, but as the 
miles add up, so does price tag on gasoline.
 These problems, along with growing environmental concerns 
have caused major automakers to research electric cars.  Years ago, this 
may have seemed like an improbable thought. Now it seems that we may 
be closer than ever to this vision. 
 The Chevrolet Volt is a new electric vehicle that could be on the 
market as early as next year. The vehicle is designed to run on electricity, 
gasoline, E85 (85% ethanol, 15% gasoline),  or biodiesel. The car has a 
small fuel-efficient,  three-cylinder gasoline engine that powers a 53-
kilowatt generator. This generator continuously recharges the car’s 16-
kilowatt lithium ion battery that runs along the base of the car. The bat-
tery takes 6.4 hours to fully charge and can even be plugged into a stan-
dard outlet. The gasoline for powering the engine is stored in a 12-gallon 

fuel tank.
 How does 
all of that 
help the 
e n v i r o n-
ment and 
c o m m u t-
e r s ? A 
s t a n d a r d 
sedan can 
run at an 
average of 
3 0 - m i l e s 
per gallon. 
The Volt 
has the 
capacity to 

run up to 150 miles per gallon.  This could save commuters 500 gallons of 
gasoline per year. Compared to an SUV which gets closer to 15 miles per 
gallon, the Volt can save up to 1000 gallons a year. That translates to 
$1500-$3000 per year. 
 After a vehicle uses gasoline, it is released into the atmosphere 
in the form of carbon dioxide. Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas that 
has been linked to global warming.  The burning of gasoline also contrib-
utes to acid rain. Both global warming and acid rain are large concerns 
among environmentalists. If 200,000 people use the new Volt,  1 million 
gallons of gasoline could be saved. That may seem like many people, but 
it is only a little more than three times the number of drivers in New Ha-
ven.
 The Volt is not just an environmentally friendly vehicle. It can 
reach speeds of 120 miles per hour, and goes 0-60 in 8.5 seconds, as well 
as being aesthetically pleasing. Chevrolet’s electric car plan does not stop 
with the Volt. Plans for more electric vehicles are already in place. Other 
car companies are also working towards developing electric vehicles, 
causing many experts to question as to if we will all use only electric cars 
some day. That day may come sooner than we think.

-Zach Kafoglis
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FEATURES

COMO VA LA EDUCACION PARA LOS 
QUE NO SABEN INGLES BIEN?

1. Como el programa de este año le ayuda a los estudiantes que 
recien llegan de otros paises? 

Estudiante#1
      En parte a empeorado que los estudiantes que tienen un año de ingles 
pero a los que no sabemos ingles, nos esta hacienda un daño porque nece-

sitamos mas 
maestros 
que sepan 
ingles y 
español, 
porque las 
clases 
comienzan 
en ingles y 
nosotros 
somos so-
mos his-
panos. Es-
peremos 
que regrese 
el programa 
bilingüe 
porque hay 

muchos que 
no saben leer en ingles y necesitamos leer en español porque hay clases 
que no tienen maestros que hablen ingles y español. Como en la clase de 
geometría, que no entedemos nada,y nosotros somos hispanos y lo necesi-
tamos.
Estudiante#2
Si, esta ayudando porque estamos conociendo un nuevo lenguaje y nue-
vas costumbres para aprender mas en lo provenir y poder tener un mejor 
futuro porque 
somos de diferen-
tes paises. Porque 
Dios nos creo a 
todos iguales, y 
creo que teneos 
los mismos dere-
chos.
Estudiante#3
No creo que este 
ayudando. Es mas 
complicado ya 
que las clases 
todas son en in-
gles. Otra razon 
por la cual yo 
creo que no nos 
este ayudando es 

porque ahora nos vemos obligado a atender mas en clase ya que no es 
bilingüe.

2. Muchos estudiantes dicen que cortan clases debido al lenguaje. 
Que usted piensa de eso?

Muchos estudiantes coran clases por diversion y andar con sus amigos. 
No es porque no saben ingles, porque hay maestros que ayudan  los estu-
diantes como Mr. Lizondro. Tambien hay otros que cortan clases por que 
se dejan llevar por los demas compañeros o pore star en el mismo nivel 
del grupo que acostumbre no ir a clases. Algunos  cortan por problemas 
personales con maestros ya que tal vez no se llevan bien con algun maes-
tro de  sus clases.

-Mr. Babb
Sera possible tener el 
programa bilingüe 
otravez aqui en la escu-
ela?
En este año es mejor 
porque tenemos dos 
maestros en cada clase. 
Seria bonito que volvier-
ana aprobar el progama 
Bilingüe.
Bueno en este programa 
Nuevo que hay me gusta 
mas ahora porque se 
estan juntando muchos 
estudiantes hispanos con 
otros q hablan ingles. 
ahora estan todos 
mezclados los unos con 
los otros.

-Ms. Garcia.

En la clase de Ms. Garcia pudimos observar que los estudiantes aprenden 
mas y estan mas dedicados  y enfocados en su  aprendisaje y aprenden 
con mas facilidad por que es su propio lenguaje elespanol.

-Henry Muy, Vilma Mancia
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Some College Choices
 
 What’s in a college? Colleges and their characters are comprised 
of many factors, including where they are, what kinds of students they 
attract, and much more. Here are snapshots of four schools. Even if you 
have no idea what you want to do after high school, this is a good place to 
start:

University of Michigan: With undergraduate enrollment around 25,000 
and a campus in the heart of a small city, the UMich is certain to have 
something for everyone. For undergraduates who want a small learning 
environment and close contact with their professors, there is an option of 

applying to the 
Residential Col-
lege. For students 
who want to take 
all kinds of differ-
ent classes, the 
University has just 
about everything 
(including an im-
pressive marine 
biology program, 
which is an un-
usual offer due to 
the school’s Mid-
western location). 

Michigan excels at 
a number of sports, including their nationally renowned football program. 
Just don’t step on the gold “M” in front of the library before your Blue-
book (final exam), or, as legend has it, you will fail!
Umich.edu

Harvard University: Everyone has heard of Harvard! The kids who go 
there are generally very smart and…that’s it. All of Harvard’s professors 
are experts in their fields. Many even get paid to advise or nation’s lead-
ers on daily affairs! Harvard has the largest college library in the country, 
along with the nation’s largest college endowment of over $26 billion per 
year and this number is even growing. That doesn’t mean you have to be 
rich to go to school there! For students whose families make less than 
$60,000 a year, Harvard will not charge the family for tuition. With its 

origin traced 
to as early in 
1836, only 
six years 
after the 
founding of 
Massachu-
setts Bay 
Colony, 
Harvard is 
now 371 
years old. It 
is the oldest 
institution in 
higher edu-
cation in 
America, 
before Wil-
liam and 
Mary (1693) 
and Yale (1701). Harvard.edu

Southern Connecticut State University: Yes, Southern is a real school. 
Though it is only a couple of miles away from Cross, SCSU boasts qual-
ity nursing and teaching programs. In 2004, a Southern had a student 
went to the Olympics in Athens, Greece. One arguable disappointing truth 
about Southern, as well as the other schools in the Connecticut State Uni-
versity system (Eastern, Western, and Central), is that Southern has a 
weak undergraduate program, but a strong graduate program. 
Southernct.edu

United States Military Academy at West Point: Perhaps not surpris-
ingly, academics are the top priority for students at West Point. Students 
receive a free college education, and for those who graduate, automati-
cally become officers of the U.S. army. Classes are kept small in order to 
encourage a liberal arts education, like the kind of education that students 
would receive at other top American universities. The first weeks of train-
ing for cadets are called “the Beast” including strenuous drills that will 
build you physically and mentally. If you go to West Point, you must 
wake up at 6 a.m. Usma.edu

-Laura Visochek
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Meeting Mr. Wright
Who is Mr. Wright? You probably don’t know him by name, but by face 
you do. He is the guy that we give a hard time in the lunchroom by not 
lining up correctly.

J.H: What do you 
think the Wilbur 
Cross community 
should know 
about the school?

A.W.: “Since I’ve 
been here some 
15 years, many of 
our students and 
new staff don’t 
know much about 
the school. When 
I first arrived at 
Wilbur cross 

school 15 years 
ago, it was a very diverse school- we had kids from Russia, Middle East, 
Central America. We consider ourselves to be the family today that I 
didn’t see in the middle and late 90’s. May I say that this is my forth ad-
ministration and there has been some changes; some good and some bad-
but it was something different.”

J.H.: Describe things that 
you remember best 
about the school.

A.W.: “I remember 
best the class of ’98, 
even though it was a 
tragedy year. But 
when I think of that 
class, I consider it to 
be the best class that 
I’ve been with here at 
Wilbur Cross- every-
one cared about each 
other. If one was hurt 
we all felt the hurt.” 

J.H.: Have you ever 
received any recogni-
tion for the things 
you’ve done or contrib-
uted?

A.W.: “I got a memo 
stating that they appre-
ciated the things I do 
for the kids and school; 
it was due to a very bad 
incident that had noth-
ing to do with me that I 
resolved.” 

J.H.: What is your official title in this school?

A.W.: “At first, I started as a security agent, and over the summer they 
had some openings for in-school suspension, and I was given one of the 
positions at Wil-
bur Cross High 
School.”

J.H.: Have you 
ever had any 
bad experi-
ences?

A.W.: “Bad 
experiences... 
we had a horri-
ble situation 
about 7 years 
ago: there was 
an incident, a 
fire drill bomb 
threat riot near 
the tennis courts, and I got involved in it. I broke it up.”

J.H.: Do you get along with everyone here?

A.W.: “To get along with everybody… It is very difficult to do, but I try 
my best to get along with everyone. I looked at each student, as well as 
each member in the staff, as individuals who have special needs.” 

-Photos and story by Jonathan Henderson

999 State St. New Haven (corner  of State and East)        
(203) 772-0094; (fax) 772-0770. Open 10:00 Mon. to Sat. 

10:00 to 10:00 Sun.

Fifteen 
years of 
Subway ex-
perience. 

Fast, friendly service with a smile.

Any 6” Sandwich 
Meal ONLY $5.00! 

Mention this ad!

THE PROCLAMATION                                                             11                                                                          FEBRUARY 2007



Just Around the Corner
 So! The daily routine is: go to school, take some quizzes,  copy 
notes, eat lunch, do some more learning,  and then go to Orange Deli. Be-
ing a small store right 
around the corner 
from Wilbur Cross 
High School, Orange 
Deli has cheap, tasty 
food.  Many students 
pile into the store to 
fill their stomachs 
with sandwiches, 
snacks, drinks and 
then just chill on the 
“patio”.  It’s a conven-
ient place to stop by 
right after school or 
during lunch for stu-
dents who have 
classes outside of 
Cross. Seniors are espe-
cially fond of the Deli; they go there when classes are done. 
          “Most people come here after school, in large groups,” says store 
owner Issa. “They ask for sandwiches and sodas. And during lunch the 
groups that come are smaller,  maybe groups of 5 or 6.”  Many, many peo-
ple come at once,  though, and sometimes that can be rowdy.  Many are 
loud, do not bother to filter their language, and push around in the 
cramped space between the shelves. In line, some people are disrespectful 
and complain.  

 “They should respect each other and the neighborhood a little 
more,” says Issa again, “It is a nice neighborhood… they are very nice 
people! But I hope that they would not use bad language and swear all the 
time. Stay in line when you have something to buy—you’ll get your turn. 
Oh, and this year has been so much better, so much better…There has 
been lots and lots less chaos.” Hanging around Orange Deli after school is 
relaxing, especially on Friday afternoons.  It’s a place where we talk, eat, 
drink, buy, and share how the school day went. Courtesy is appreciated 
and reciprocated there.

-Janet Yi, photo by Jonathan Henderson

Simply the best. Catering, bakery, sit down. 1012 
State Street, New Haven, CT 06511  Phone/fax 
(203)782-6767

James Joe Brown, Jr.
 Singer James Brown was a founding inductee of the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame and one of the most influential popular musicians of 

the 20th century. In spite of a poverty-stricken upbringing and a stay in 
jail, he wrote some of the hottest singles in the music industry such as, 
"Night Train" (1962), "Papa's Got a Brand New Bag" and "I Got You (I 
Feel Good)" (both 1965), "Say It Loud - I'm Black and I'm Proud" 
(1968), and "Get on the Good Foot" (1972). He was accredited for his 
inventive mix of gospel, R&B, and primal Rock & Roll, for bringing 
funk into popular music, and also for breaking grounds for disc music 
and rap. 

   Despite his personal success,  James Brown’s personal life was none-
theless troubled; he was arrested and jailed several times for drugs  
alcohol, guns and vehicles and for domestic disputes with his four 
spouses. Despite all that, Brown toured throughout his life, and his 
sweaty, energetic, hard-dancing performances earned him the reputa-
tion as "The Hardest Working Man in Show Business." He was in-
ducted into the Rock Hall in 1986 (along with other founding members 
like Chuck Berry and Elvis Presley) and was awarded the prestigious 

Kennedy Center Honors in 2003.: According to the Rock Hall of Fame, 
Brown's kennings include "'Soul Brother Number One,' 'the Godfather of 
Soul,' 'the Hardest Working Man in Show Business,' 'Mr. Dynamite' and 
even 'the Original Disco Man'"... Brown is no relation to Jim Brown, the 
professional football running back. Born May 3, 1933 in Barnwell, South 
Carolina, and died at the old ripe age of 73, on December 25, 2006.  
James Brown will be remembered.
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ARTS

Branded
        It is ironic that what had been the shame of Holocaust victims, 
brands for cattle, and the mark of barbarians has become a 21st century 
body decoration. Tattoos are spreading like wildfire, especially among 
teenagers. It wasn’t that long ago that Members of the army or gangs 
sported tattoos. Tattoos are now common at Cross. And it doesn’t seem 
like tattoos are going to be going away anytime soon.
         Tattoos, by scientific definition, are nothing more than designs made 
in ink or some other type of pigment, usually decorative or symbolic, 
placed permanently under or into the skin. In layman’s terms, tattoos are a 
type of body modification. The “tattoo” comes from the Tahitian tatu or 
tatau, which means to mark or strike.
         Many employers dislike tattoos greatly. Tattoos can therefore impair 
the wearer’s career prospects. Despite this fact, people continue to get 
tattoos for many different reasons. Some of the more obvious reasons are 
for memory or for dedications to loved ones. However, there are others: 
religion; cultural beliefs; rites of passage symbols, to display one’s 
strengths or weaknesses; even to represent family (such as a family crest).
        Tattoos can hold many meanings. For some, a tattoo is their trade-
mark – an image that captures a key part of their personality or an inter-
est. For example, a musician gets musical notes, a car buff gets a vehicle 
or logo, or a martial arts expert gets a symbol from their dojo. For others, 
a tattoo may be their totem, or lucky charm: dice, “Lucky Lady” images, 
or spiritual images like dream catchers, crosses, or animals.
 Tattoos are appealing to teens because they are another form of 
self-expression. And self-expression is a big thing to teenagers, as well as 
anyone else. Tattoos have the same effect as clothes, shoes, or art. Also, 

tattoos can be ap-
pealing to teens be-
cause they either 
draw attention to a 
person or show a 
person’s will and 
strength - sometimes 
even both. 
         Nowadays, it’s 
common to get tat-
toos in respectable 
shops or tattoo par-
lors. However some 
people tend to want 
to get tattoos the 
“natural way”. This 
is some history on 
how “natural” tat-
toos came about. 
“According to 
George Orwell, coal 
miners could de-
velop characteristic 
tattoos owing to coal 
dust getting into 

wounds. This can also occur with substances like gunpowder. Similarly, a 
traumatic tattoo occurs when a substance such as asphalt is rubbed into a 
wound as the result of some kind of accident or trauma. These are particu-
larly difficult to remove as they tend to be spread across several different 
layers of skin, and scarring or permanent discoloration is almost unavoid-
able depending on the location. 

-Jackie Wiley

COMEBACK FASHION
As we look forward in fashion, we are looking back in time.

 As time goes by, fashion is becoming more important just, like 
politics. Style is featured in magazines and it’s never out of fashion. Fash-
ion is also referred to as look-a-likes. Looking back at the fashion of the 
late 90’s, it’s similar to today’s fashion. Although today’s fashion has 
more style and it is more “Powerful”. 
 Elegance, class, and style are the keywords for the year 2007. 
“Bling, Bling” characterizes the “New Money”. But the desire to create 
something unique that isn’t 
a look-a-like is getting 
even stronger. People don’t 
want to dress in sportswear 
anymore; they want to 
dress up in style.
 Skirts and dresses 
used to come in bulb 
shapes and pants or jeans 
used to come in small 
sizes. Darker colors are the 
best for winter, while light 
colors are for the summer.
 Fashion is not just 
for women anymore, men 
have been taken over by 
today’s fashion world. 
Color is big this season. 
Accessories that are big, 
are simple. Many men are 
developing a major pas-
sion for shapely tailored 
suits and colored shirts of 
all kinds.
 While seasons 
help us keep up with fash-
ion, celebrities are the ac-
tual fashion leaders. Celebrities make it easier for us to keep up with fash-
ion trends and hair styles.

-Ines Nyandekwe

THE PROCLAMATION                                                             13                                                                          FEBRUARY 2007



APOCALYPTO
Film Review

 What caused the collapse of the great Mayan civilization? It is a 
question that has puzzled historians for centuries. The Mayans were a 
culturally advanced, industrious Mesoamerican people who created a 
flourishing civilization in Central America, beginning first with the set-
tlement of small villages along the Pacific coast around the year 1800 BC. 
Eventually, it grew into a vast empire, which consisted of the territories 
now known as Guatemala, Belize and El Salvador, as well as parts of 
Mexico and Honduras.  

The Maya are well known for their architectural prowess, which 
produced breathtaking stepped pyramids and vast cities. They were expert 
mathematicians—the first people to implement the concept of ‘true zero’ 
as we know it today—and amazing astronomers. They developed, among 
other astronomical 
calendars, a 365 
day cycle to meas-
ure the solar year, 
just like the one 
that we use today. 
The Mayan calen-
dar has been close 
to perfectly accu-
rate for over 4,000 
years.

Astron-
omy and  nature 
influenced Mayan 
religion, and the 
success or failure 
of crops was be-
lieved to be deter-
mined by whether 
or not the Gods ap-
proved of the people. This is the cause of what the Mayans are by far 
most known for today—their infamous practice of human sacrifice. The 
Mayans ritualistically executed their own people in attempt to appease the 
Gods. 

Mayan civilization has a place in the popular consciousness right 
now because of the recent release of Mel Gibson’s blockbuster film 
Apocalypto. The film, in its own right, is excellent. Its cinematography is 
a sample of the best. It was shot on location in one of the last remaining 
tracts of rain forest in Mexico. The scenery is breathtaking, as is the scope 
of the film and the look that it provides into a lost society that we have 
never been able to see before.

Much of the value of that insight is lost however, when one real-
izes the level of historical inaccuracy and exaggeration that is present in 
the film. It is true that the Mayans practiced the grisly and horrifying rit-
ual of human sacrifice. Relatively speaking, the Mayans were in fact 
much more peaceful than their Christian contemporaries, such as the 

Spanish, who slaughtered and raped millions of Native Americans like the 
Mayans. Furthermore, Apocalypto shows the sacrifices in an exaggerated 
fashion. According to all that we know about the rituals, they were done 
one at a time, in a much more respectful fashion than Apocalypto’s ver-
sion, which includes mass executions, complete with the barehanded re-
moval of victims’ hearts, and the throwing of their severed heads down 
the steps of pyramids, all shown in graphic detail, and all to the crowd’s 
delight.  

Gibson portrays the Mayans as savages sadistic, bloodthirsty 
barbarians, which is more of a representation of Gibson’s own disturbing 
obsession with violence, torture and horrible physical pain than anything 
else. Anyone who has seen Apocalypto and his other films, such as Bra-
veheart and The Passion of the Christ, would be hard pressed to argue 
otherwise.. Apocalypto is not all that much of a departure from Gibson’s 
last film, the extremely controversial Passion of the Christ. Both movies 
are epics set in ancient times, spoken entirely in obscure languages (Ma-

yan and Aramaic, 
respectively), and 
both are extremely 
and gratuitously 
violent. Apoca-
lypto’s main char-
acter, Jaguar Paw, 
is clearly a Jesus 
figure, going 
through similar 
persecutions and 
physical suffering, 
and has an “aura” 
reminiscent of the 
common portrayal 
of Jesus. There are 
also clear allusions 
to biblical events, 
namely the resur-
rection and judg-

ment day.     
 Overall, I would strongly recommend Apocalypto to anyone who 
understands that it’s not very accurate historically and who can stomach 
the intense violence. While it more or less boils down to little more than a 
good action movie, its amazing visuals and the fact that we haven’t seen 
any portrayal of the Mayans on the big screen before certainly make it 
worth seeing. There is also value to be found in a parallel that the film 
creates with the state of the world today. Gibson proposes that the decline 
of the Mayan civilization was due to its lack of morals, overexpansion 
and abuse of the earth. We can certainly see that our society is guilty of 
these things—in fact, we have abused the earth to a degree infinitely 
greater than the Mayans. A stern warning can be found in the film - that 
we may also disappear did if we don’t change our ways. 

-James Shapiro
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Dreamgirls
Film Review

Dreamgirls is based on a 
Broadway musical, in which a trio 
of black female soul singers tops 
the pop charts in the early 1960’s.  
The three young girls all grew up 
with the same dream to be suc-
cessful singers. Three young 
women  - Deena Jones (Knowles), 
Effie White (Hudson), and Lorrell 
Robinson (Rose) -  desire to be-
come pop stars and get their wish 
when they're picked to be backup 
singers for the legendary James 
"Thunder" Early (Murphy). Then 
they're set free for leads, but 
James, Curtis Taylor (Foxx), and 
Effie's brother C.C. (Robinson) 
decide for Deena to be lead, which 
upsets Effie. 

Dreamgirls deals with love, greed, hate, and romance - some-
thing everyone can relate to. The movie has some original Broadway and 
new songs, and it’s a movie that people of all ages will enjoy to watch. 
With Beyonce Knowles, Jennifer Hudson, Anika Noni Rose, Eddie Mur-
phy, Jamie Foxx, Keith Robinson, and Danny Glover all in this one 

movie, you can’t keep your eyes off the screen. The plot is simple and a 
bit contrived, but what Dreamgirls lacks in depth is made up for with the 
heartfelt singing throughout the whole movie. The songs will have you 

tapping your foot 
from start to fin-
ish, the sets and 
costumes will 
have you gasping 
in amazement, and 
the acting is top-
notch for the year. 
With all of this 
beauty and ex-
travagance sur-
rounding an oth-
erwise boring plot, 
you can't help but 
be distracted from 
the film's short-
comings.
              What 
really elevated this 
film from good to 

great was the abso-
lutely incredible acting on Jennifer Hudson's part. Who would have 
guessed that a contestant from a reality show with no acting experience 
could deliver such a breathtaking, heartfelt, passionate, and plain and 
simply show-stealing performance as the scorned "leader" of the group, 
Effie White? Each note Hudson hits, each line spoken from her lips, each 
expression on her face is packed with so much heart and devotion that it 

would be purely criminal if she did not win the Oscar for Best Sup-
porting Actress. She truly deserves it. 
          The same can be said about Eddie Murphy, who also delivers 
what could be the performance of his career as James "Lighting" 
Early, an aging singer on the Detroit circuit who gives the girls their 
first big break, singing backup for him and his band. 
          What more can I say? Dreamgirls simply has "it", that inde-
scribable element that keeps you wanting more. I don't know 
whether it's the incredible acting, the nice sets, costumes, the music, 
whatever, the film is purely irresistible. I saw the movie before it 
was playing everywhere, and many people didn’t want to pay the 
price, but I think it was well worth every cent. If you didn’t see this 
movie by now, it’s time to pay a visit to the movie theaters - you 
won’t regret it!

-Ariel Neely
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Prometheus
by Kristina Staklo

He lay upon the cutting stone
And felt his flesh give way to bone

Like Icarus he left his sky;
Now he’s Prometheus alone.

He watched the hours pass him by,
The Sun’s white glare ate up his eyes;

He waited from the gnawing pain:
The eagle screeching in the skies.

“Soon it will come” stayed in his brain,
And on the cliff I saw him strain,
Until wings beat and living blood
Upon the dead earth left a stain.

I saw it harden into mud, 
He saw the eagle as it would

Dive down and feast upon the drops,
And fly to where on chains he stood.

The vicious bird made fewer stops 
Till it hopped as a rabbit hops

Off from the cliff and out away,
His flesh still hanging in its chops.

And though his eyes begged me to stay,
His bloodied tongue but flopped astray,

And I pretended not to hear
In fear of prices I might pay.

And waited he, and had no fear
That someone’s mind at last might clear;
He could not see with blood-blind eyes
That some can shrug while others leer.

Kristina Staklo

SPORTS

Peyton Finally Wins the Big One
 P e y t o n 
Manning was 
finally able to 
win the big one. 
For the first time 
in 4 years, the 
Super Bowl did 
not include the 
New England 
Patriots. This 
year, it’s rather 
the Indianapolis 
Colts and the 
Chicago Bears 
that made to the 
biggest stage. 
      The Colts had 
been to the play-
offs before, but 
they could never 
get over the hump 
and make it to the 
Super Bowl. But 
this year was 
different.  After 
they beat the Patriots, they felt unstoppable. Peyton was always criticized 
as never being able to win the big game, but this year he played his heart 
out throughout the playoffs. Although he had his ups and downs, in the 
end, he did what he had to do to carry his team to victory. He went 25-38 
with 247 yards passing and 1 TD and 1 INT. The running game was as 
good as ever with Dominic Rhodes leading the way with 21 carries for 
121 yards and a touchdown. The defense played one of their best games 
all year forcing 2 interceptions and 4 fumbles.
      The Bears were only the underdog by 7 points, but some had them 
favored because some say that defense is the key to the championship. 
The Bears has had one of the best defenses seen in the NFL in the past 20 
years. In the game, they would rely heavily on this top ranked defense to 
carry them to victory. Unfortunately, despite their top ranked defense, 
their lackluster offense didn’t put much together for them to win the 
championship. Rex Grossman only threw for 165 yards with a touchdown 
and 2 interceptions while the running game wasn’t half bad gaining 112 
yards on the ground. The defense did all it could to keep them in it,  but in 
the end Peyton Manning and the stingy Colt’s defense was just too much 
for the Bears to handle. 
    Colts won Super Bowl XLI 29-17.

-Nicholas Neeley
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Cheerleaders
 Personality is the first ingredient in putting together a success-
ful cheerleading club. One of the team’s captains, Danielle Jarrett, said 
that there are many different personalities in the club, which all contrib-
ute to making for a good 
bonding experience. Al-
though many are still inse-
cure about the cheerleaders’ 
capabilities and commented 
doubtfully, Captain Danielle 
Jarrett responded, “They 
won’t be saying that for 
much longer.” 
 The three coaches, 
Ms. Reynolds, Ms.  Jaffer, 
and Mr. Quinn, agree. The 
cheerleading team hopes to 
participate in more competi-
tions in the future, gaining 
not only recognition from 
within the Wilbur Cross 
community, but from the city 
and beyond.
 They are beginning to do so by broadening their audience. In 
prior years, the cheerleaders cheered exclusively for boys’  teams. This 
year, cheerleaders in New Haven public schools are required by Dr. 
Mayo to cheer for both boys’ and girls’ teams. “I think this is a fantastic 
idea, and so far it has had a great reaction,” said Coach Jaffer.

 Jarrett said she is “just glad 
that [the coaches] came along…we 
needed a lot of attention”, and be-
lieves that having more than one 
coach for the team is necessary. She 
said that the coaches have a positive 
rating by the cheerleaders and that 
the coaches keep the team dynamic 
in focus. Coach Quinn said,  “We 
know how well the girls are doing, 
and we are proud of the way they are 
conducting themselves on and off the 

court.” Nonetheless, Jarrett noted a 
difference between older members of the team, such as herself and fel-
low captain Kathy Galo, and the 
younger members. “Senior members 
are more dedicated and more mature”, 
said Jarrett. One of the captains’ goals 
is to put more freshmen and under-
classmen on the squad for the coming 
years.
 Coach Reynolds and Captain 
Danielle Jarrett said that the team’s 
goal is to bring more school spirit 
while having fun on the sidelines. 

-Laura Visochek, photos by Tamia 
Gregory

THE BOWL GAMES
       The 5 major bowl games in the 2006-2007 season range from mira-
cle comebacks on the last play to 30 point blowouts. The most impres-
sive of these bowl games was Florida’s stunning rout of #1 Ohio State 
41-14 in the Bowl Championship Series (BCS) National Championship 

game. Ohio State was #1 in the polls all year and many thought they 
were unbeatable, but Florida proved everyone wrong. They shocked 
the world with an onslaught of offense and an impeccable defense 
that shut down the once over powering offense of the Buckeyes. They 
held Heisman winner Troy Smith to only 35 passing yards and re-
stricted running back Antonio Pittman to 62 rushing yards.
        In the Rose Bowl, at first the face-off between the USC Trojans 
and the Michigan Wolverines seemed to be an even match-up. But in 
the end, USC’s high powered offense was just too much for the Wol-
verines to handle. The receiving tandem of Steve Smith and Dwayne 
Jarrett were unstoppable combining for over 300 yards receiving and 
3 touchdowns. QB David Booty didn’t have too bad of a game, 
throwing for 391 yards and 4 TD’s.  The most astonishing thing was 
Michigan’s tailback Michael Hart was only held to 14 yards rushing 
and so Michigan had to rely strictly on the pass game, which failed 
them that night.
        This year’s Fiesta Bowl could go down in history as the greatest 
bowl game of all time.  It pitted the favored and undefeated Boise 

State against the Oklahoma Sooners.  The game was back and forth the 
whole way with seemingly no defense at all as each team was able to 
drive and get some type of points on almost every possession. But this 
game came down to the wire and not only was it the players that 
changed the face of this game, 
the coaches were the ones 
that could become the hero 
or the goat. Boise State 
scored when there was 
minimal time left, putting 
them down 42-41. At that 
point,  you’d figure they’d 
kick the extra point and tie 
it,  but they decided to go for 
two. They ran the unheralded 
Statue of Liberty play, and to everyone’s amazement they scored. 
        The Orange Bowl, contrary to the Fiesta Bowl, was a low scoring 
affair pitting the Louisville Cardinals against the Wake Forest Demon 
Deacons. Going into the fourth quarter, the game was tied 10-10. But in 
the fourth quarter, Louisville took over. QB Brian Brohm didn’t throw a 

touchdown all game, but he put his team in the spots they needed to be 
and the run game handled it from there. Louisville scored twice in 
the final period, while only allowing a Wake Forest field goal to 
identify themselves as the winner of the Tostitos Fiesta Bowl Cham-
pions.
       The final BCS game was the Nokia Sugar Bowl in which Notre 
Dame faced against LSU. Notre Dame never had a chance in the 
enter game. LSU was just too fast and too powerful to let Notre 
Dame put forth any offense. LSU ran and passed all over Notre 
Dame in a lopsided 41-14 victory. Quarterback JaMarcus Walker 
threw for 332 yards and 2 TD’s while running back Keiland Wil-
liams ran for over 100 yards and 2 scores. Many thought this would 
be a great game, but Notre Dame just didn’t bring their A-game on 
that day.

-Nick Neeley
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Girls Basketball Schedule

Day  Date  Opponent  Site V  
Wed  12/6  West Haven  H L 41-34   
Fri  12/8  Hand   A L 54-45   
Tue  12/12  Hillhouse  A L 36-34  
Fri  12/15  Hamden  H L 60-36  
Tue  12/19  Shelton   A L 54-22  
Thur  12/21  Sheehan   H W 44-41  
Wed  1/3  N. Haven  H W 54-53  
Fri   1/5  Branford  A W 59-55  
Tue  1/9  E. Have n  A L 42-22  
Fri  1/12  Career   H L 64-36  
Tue  1/16  Hand   H L 48-29   
Fri  1/19  Hillhouse  H L 69-34      
Tue  1/23  Hamden  A L 62-49   
Mon  1/29  Shelton   H L 45-41     
Tue  1/30  Sheehan  A L 51-44 
Fri  2/2  N. Haven  A W 52-38   
Tue  2/6  Branford  H L 64-57 
Fri  2/9  E. Haven  H L 53-35   
Mon  2/12  Career   A 7:00   
Wed  2/14  West Haven  A 7:00   
Sat  2/17  SCC Playoffs             TBA
Tue  2/20  SCC Semi Finals TBA
Thur  2/22  SCC Finals  TBA

Head Coach:   Queen Edwards Assistant:        Michelle Cabaldon

-Photos by Miles Budde
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CROSS BASKETBALL
 If any athletic program is more promising this winter,  it has to be the Boys basketball program. As of Tuesday, Feb. 6, they hold a record of 12-
3. Currently ranked in the top 15 in the state, the Governors look to keep rising even further. 
       The first of their only three losses was given by Hillhouse, when they didn’t play their game all the way through while Hillhouse played perhaps 
their best ball of the year. Hillhouse won 65-52 in a game that didn’t seem to live up to all the hype it had. Their second loss came up at a tournament in 
Boston to Springfield Central (MA). They didn’t know much about the team so it was tough to win that game; but they soon beat Boston the next day at 
65-57. Their third loss came against a surprising Daniel Hand 60-56.  Not many expected them to lose to Hand, but Hand played their hearts out and 
seemed to want it more than Cross.
 Their notable victories came against inner city rival Career, and staunch foe, Hillhouse. They 
dominated Career with a 62-44 victory over them at the Fieldhouse. Then, there was the stunning and 
thrilling victory over the top ranked Hillhouse. At 52-49, although the win is narrow, our Governors did 
prove that they can beat anyone if they do their best. Indeed, this game is perhaps the best game all year, 
and even arguably one of the best in the history of this inner city rivalry. 
       Look for the Governors to finish off the year somewhere around 18-4.
 The girl’s basketball team isn’t playing their best basketball. As of Feb 9th,  they hold a record of 
4-14. Because of their loss to Branford, they will not make the state tournament this year.  They had a few 
good wins coupled with some tough losses. They lost a heartbreaker to Hillhouse 36-34 and weren’t able to 
recover for a few games; their next two opponents beat them by a combined total of 56 points.  After that, 
they ran off three straight victories,  beating North Haven, Branford, and Sheehan. They had been playing 
well and their hopes were high, but their prospects darkened when they encountered two high powered 
offenses, East Haven and Career. The Girls’  had a rough season with its high points and low points. They 
would have gone a lot further if they didn’t ran into the strongest teams at wrong times.

- Nick Neeley

Boys Basketball Schedule

Day          Date Opponent   Site   V  
Wed  1/3 North Haven   A   W 74-32
Fri  1/5 Branford   H   W 74-67
Tue  1/9 East Haven   H   W 58-32
Wed  1/10 Career    A   W 52-44
Tue  1/16 Hand    A   L 60-56   
Thur  1/18 Shelton   H   W 65-59   
Tue  1/23 West Haven   H   W 80-74      
Fri  1/26 Sheehan   A   W 64-63   
Tue  1/30 Hillhouse   (Athletic center) W 52-49   
Fri  2/2 North Haven   H   W 85-59   
Tue  2/6 Branford   A   W 63-60   
Fri  2/9 East Haven   A   6:45   
Tue  2/13 Career    H   6:00   
Fri  2/16 Hand    H   7:00   
Mon  2/19 Shelton   A   7:00   
Sat  2/24 SCC Playoffs   TBA
Tue  2/27 SCC Semifinals  TBA
Thur  3/1 SCC Finals   TBA

Head Coach:   Jim Reynolds
Assistants: Harold Haughton, George Pisani, Sam Shaw
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EXTRAS
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